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Lincoln  and  the  Boys  in  Blue. 

Mr.  ANDREWS  of  Nebraska.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  extend  my  remarks  in  the  Record  by  printing  an 
address  delivered  by  myself  on  Friday  evening,  February  13, 
1920,  before  the  Department  of  the  Potomac,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  Washington,  D.  C,  on  the  occasion  of  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  address  is  as  follows : 

"  We  honor  ourselves  to-night  by  honoring  the  memory  of 
Abraham  Lincoln.  He  was  not  only  a  child  of  the  American 
forest,  but  also  a  child  of  destiny.  In  his  early  Kentucky  home 
trees  were  the  companions  of  his  childhood.  Wild  beasts  chal- 
lenged his  youthful  courage.  His  stature  seemed  to  rival  the 
majestic  pines  about  him.  The  contour  of  his  features  sug- 
gested the  rugged  outlines  of  the  hills  and  mountains,  in  the 
midst  of  which  he  roamed  with  pleasure  and  freedom  from 
responsibility. 

EARLY    MANHOOD. 

"Although  he  sought  knowledge  by  the  flickering  light  of 
pine  knots,  his  future  thoughts  illuminated  the  Nation  and  the 
world  with  the  surpassing  brilliancy  of  the  electric  current. 
In  early  years  he  passed  to  the  broad  prairies  of  the  West, 
where  the  horizon  of  his  vision  coincided  with  the  extreme  lim- 
its of  his  physical  possibilities.  His  experience  as  a  merchant 
and  traveler  brought  him  into  observation  of  the  slave  market, 
which  thrilled  his  nature  and  fired  his  energies  for  future  war- 
fare in  the  cause  of  freedom.  Under  such  environments  he 
seemed  to  approach  gradually  more  closely  year  by  year  to  the 
heart  of  nature  as  one  of  his  greatest  teachers ;  in  fact,  Provi- 
dence seems  to  hcAve  taken  him  into  communion  with  itself  and 
mysteriously  trained  him  for  the  great  service  to  which,  under 
God  and  the  will  of  the  American  people,  he  was  commissioned 
in  his  mature  manhood. 

PUBLIC    CAEEBR. 

"  His  career  at  the  bar,  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  in  Con- 
gress, and  in  his  memorable  debates  with  Douglas,  and  his 
canvass  for  the  Presidency,  is  frought  with  incidents  of  deep 
significance.  In  his  broad  survey  of  human  rights  and  gov- 
ernmental institutions,  he  looked  to  the  human  soul  and  its 
native  endowments  as  the  chief  corner  stone  from  which  he 
took  all  his  bearings.  With  the  skill  of  the  mariner  he 
sounded  the  utmost  depths  of  human  rights,  and  with  the  exact- 
ness   and    farsightedness    of    the    astronomer    he    scaled    the 
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heights  and  fixed  the  orbits  of  the  Nation  and  its  citizens  un- 
der the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  our  National  Consti- 
tution. With  clear  psychological  analysis  and  forceful  logic, 
although  not  a  theologian,  he  revealed  the  pathway  of  Divine 
rectitude  among  men  with  the  prophetic  vision  of  a  Daniel 
before  the  old  Chaldean  king,  and  carried  his  convictions  to  a 
triumphant  conclusion  with  the  courage  of  the  Apostle  to  the 
Gentiles. 

THE  NONEXTENSION  OP  SLAVERY. 

"  He  loved  peace  and  earnestly  sought  its  continuance  upon 
the  ground  of  the  nonextension  of  human  slavery  to  the  virgin 
soil  of  American  territory.  Let  American  citizens  everywhere 
read  with  thoughtful  consideration  his  first  inaugural  address, 
and  other  messages,  and  thus  catch  the  inspiration  of  his  soul 
and  intellect  in  their  firm  devotion  to  the  Union,  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  Flag. 

PRESERVATION    OP    THE     UNION.- 

"  But  when  the  Nation  was  assailed  by  hostile  guns,  this 
man  of  peace  clearly  saw  the  duty  of  the  hour.  With  the  power 
of  the  sword  he  sought  to  maintain  the  institutions  of  the 
fathers  and  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  peace  to  all  the  States 
of  the  Union.  Thus,  at  his  call,  the  grandest  army  that  had 
ever  trod  the  earth  came  into  existence  to  maintain  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  Union.  Thus  the  Federal  sword  was  drawn 
in  defensive  warfare  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preserving  the 
life  of  the  Nation. 

EMANCIPATION. 

"  The  gradual  progress  of  events,  however,  logically  de- 
veloped the  doctrine  of  the  nonextension  of  slavery  into  the 
doctrine  and  realization  of  emancipation,  and  for  the  first  time 
in  our  history  made  freedom  coextensive  with  the  limits  of 
our  National  Constitution.  Recount  those  perilous  years  from 
1861  to  1865  and  note  the  extent  to  which  his  thought,  deeds, 
and  character  were  woven  into  the  fabric  of  our  national 
history.  Who  could  ever  picture  the  travail  of  his  soul  in  the 
hours  and  years  of  struggle  and  gloom,  amid  alternating  clouds 
and  sunshine? 

PEACE   AND   THE    SWORD. 

"A  lover  of  peace,  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  Nation,  waging  war  with  the  sword !  Yes ;  but 
remember  it  was  the  sword  of  defense  and  not  the  sword  of 
selfish  aggression.     I  quote  and  paraphrase  the  following : 

"  '  Be  it  in  the  defense  or  be  it  in  the  assertion  of  a  people's 
rights,  I  hail  the  sword  as  a  sacred  weapon ;  and  if  it  has  some- 
times taken  too  deep  a  dye,  yet,  like  the  anointed  rod  of  the 
High  Priest,  it  has  at  other  times,  and  as  often,  blossomed  into 
celestial  fiowers  to  deck  the  freeman's  brow.  Abhor  the  sword? 
Stigmatize  the  sword?  No!  For  in  the  passes  of  Tyrol  it 
cut  to  pieces  the  banner  of  the  Bavarian,  and  through  those 
craggy  defiles  struck  a  path  to  fame  for  the  peasant  insurrec- 
tionist of  Innsbruck.  Abhor  the  sword?  Stigmatize  the  sword? 
No  !  For  it  swept  the  Dutch  marauders  out  of  the  fine  old  towns 
of  Belgium,  scourged  them  back  to  their  own  phlegmatic 
swamps,  and  knocked  their  flags  and  sceptre,  their  laws  and 
bayonets  into  the  sluggish  waters  of  the  Scheldt.  Abhor  the 
sword?  Stigmatize  the  sword?  No!  For  at  its  blow  a  giant 
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Nation  started  from  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic,  and  by  the  re- 
deeming magic  of  the  sword,  and  in  the  quivering  of  its  crim- 
son light,  the  crippled  Colonies  sprang  into  the  attitude  of  a 
proud  Republic,  prosperous,  limitless,  invincible.' 

"Abhor  the  sword?  Stigmatize  the  sword?  No!  For  by 
the  sway  of  the  triumphant  sword  of  Lincoln  the  boys  in  blue 
brought  back  the  wandering  stars  of  the  American  constellation 
and  fixed  them  permanently  in  their  constitutional  orbits  and 
christened  the  Nation  anew  with  the  blood  of  their  fallen  com- 
rades. 

"Abhor  the  sword?  Stigmatize  the  sword?  No!  For  by  its 
victories  at  Manila  and  Santiago  Spanish  tyranny  was  banished 
from  the  Western  Continent  and  the  enslaved  of  the  islands  of 
the  sea  were  elevated  into  the  sunlight  of  American  civilization 
and  opportunity. 

"Abhor  the  sword?  Stigmatize  the  sword?  No!  For  by 
its  victory  on  the  soil  of  France  monarchy  was  destroyed  and 
representative  government  carried  to  the  nations  of  the  earth, 

AN  OCEAN  SCENE. 

"  One  bright  summer  day  I  sat  on  the  ocean  end  of  a  steel 
pier  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  The  sun  was  shining  brightly  and 
refreshing  breezes  floated  shoreward  with  delightful  welcome. 
The  trackless  waters,  extending  far  beyond  the  range  of  vision, 
were  calm  and  placid.  The  quiet  waves,  playing  to  and  fro,  re- 
vealed the  ceaseless  activity  of  the  mighty  deep.  Yachts  and 
sailboats  were  carrying  pleasure  seekers  forth  over  a  tranquil 
sea.  Far  beyond  the  great  steamers  were  coursing  the  high- 
ways of  connuerce.  From  yachts,  sailboats,  and  steamers  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  were  unfurled  and  suggested  this  picture  of 
the  ocean  as  a  fitting  parallel  to  a  peaceful,  happy,  tranquil 
Nation  under  the  rule  of  wise  statesmanship. 

"  The  next  day,  however,  the  placid  surface  had  given  place 
to  the  rolling  waves,  whose  white  crests  could  be  seen  to  the  full 
limits  of  physical  vision.  They  rapidly  grew  larger  and  stronger 
until  they  beat  upon  the  shore  as  though  they  defied  their  bar- 
riers in  an  attempt  to  overflow  the  land. 

LINCOLN     AT    THE    HELM. 

"  That  turbulent  scene  was  suggestive  of  the  rising  tide  of 
passion  from  the  time  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  in  1S20  to 
the  omnibus  bill  in  1854  and  the  presidential  election  in  1860, 
at  which  time  at  the  call  of  Divine  Providence  and  the  will  of 
the  American  people  Abraham  Lincoln  came  to  the  helm  of  the 
grand  old  ship  of  state  on  March  4.  1861.  On  the  12th  of  April 
following  the  storm  broke  forth  in  hostile  fury  at  Sumter. 
Steadily,  patiently,  wisely,  courageously  he  guided  our  ship  of 
state  through  the  storms  and  tempests  of  civil  war.  As  the 
boys  fell  in  battle  along  the  way  his  tears  mingled  with  the 
tears  of  relatives  and  friends.  As  the  crimson  flood  flowed  forth 
from  the  veins  of  American  life  in  atoning  sacrifice  for  the  sins 
of  slavery  his  soul  felt  the  bitterness  of  the  strife.  In  spirit  he 
lived  with  them  on  land  and  sea  and  longed  for  the  return  of 
peace. 

"  By  and  by  happy  messages  came  announcing  the  surrender 

of  Lee,  and  Appomattox  was  recorded   in  the  history   of  the 

Republic  and  the  literature  of  the  world.    As  the  days  of  peace 

were  dawning  upon  his  vision  and  he  was  beginning  to  realize 
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his  fond  hopes  for  a  reunited  country,  his  blood  and  life  were 
demanded  as  an  additional  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  human 
passion.  That  cruel  blow  startled  the  Nation  and  filled  it  with 
grief,  but  the  loyal  men  who  had  followed  Lincoln's  leadership 
through  fiery  trials  of  war  were  equal  to  the  task  and  the 
'  Government  at  Washington  still  lives.'  Although  the  heart 
is  saddened  by  the  magnitude  of  the  sacrifice,  it  is,  on  the  other 
hand,  rejoiced  by  the  preservation  of  the  Nation  and  its  remark- 
able progress. 

"  Thirty-one  States  divided  then,  48  States  united  now ;  $16.- 
000,000,000  wealth  then,  unmeasured  billions  of  wealth  now ; 
31,000,000  of  people  warring  against  one  another  then,  110,000,000 
people  united  now  under  one  Union,  one  Constitution,  and  one 
flag. 

THE  VICTORIES  OF  PEACE. 

"  But  peace  hath  her  victories  no  less  renowned  than  those  of 
war.  When  the  victory  of  arms  had  enforced  the  recognition  of 
our  right  to  independence  the  Revolutionary  heroes  were  con- 
fronted with  the  tremendous  task  of  building  a  Nation  that 
would  bring  into  full  fruition  the  hopes  for  which  they  had 
fought.  Monarchy  prophesied  failure  and  earnestly  sought  to 
transform  their  prophecy  into  fulfillment,  but  the  builders  of  our 
country  laid  aside  the  old  models  and  went  behind  the  govern- 
ments and  ruins  of  the  past  and  studied  the  philosophy  of  his- 
tory and  government  in  the  light  of  the  philosophy  of  the  human 
soul.  Thus  they  pointed  out  the  true  corner  stone  from  which 
the  whole  field  of  true  government  must  be  surveyed.  At  this 
crisis  they  declared  to  the  world  the  grand  doctrine  of  political 
equality.  It  moved  before  them  like  a  pillar  of  fire  during  the 
dark  and  perilous  night  of  the  Revolution.  It  is  one  of  the  cen- 
tral ideas  of  our  national  Constitution  and  is  to  be  perpetuated 
by  an  intelligent  and  wisely  directed  citizenship. 

"  To  that  great  achievement  the  State  of  New  York  contrib- 
uted the  brilliant  services  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  the  great  Con- 
stitution builder,  the  intellectual  premier  of  the  American  Re- 
public. No  one  has  yet  surpassed  him  in  profound  statesman- 
ship. 

NATIONAL  SOVEREIGNTY. 

"  He  was  a  firm  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  national  sover- 
eignty and  insisted  that  the  Nation  should  possess  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances  adequate  constitutional  power  to 
protect  its  own  life  and  perpetuate  its  own  existence.  It  must 
be  able  to  suppress  insurrection  and  internal  strife  and  ward  off 
hostile  foreign  foes. 

"  This  Hamilton  doctrine  of  national  sovereignty  may  be  des- 
ignated as  the  centripetal  force  in  American  politics.  It  was 
the  principle  upon  which  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  Union  Army 
preserved  the  union  of  the  States.  Every  Federal  note  of  war 
sounded  on  the  way  from  Sumter  to  Appomattox  was  an  argu- 
ment in  support  of  the  political  teachings  of  that  great  patriot 
and  statesman. 

"  In  this  connection  note  the  fact  that  Abraham  Lincoln  did 
more  than  any  other  man  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  Hamil- 
tonian  doctrine  of  national  sovereignty.  Read  his  famous 
speeches  delivered  in  the  Lincoln-Douglas  debates  and  his  ad- 
dresses delivered  in  the  presidential  campaign  of  1860.  Study 
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carefully  his  inaugural  addresses  and  his  official  messages  and 
proclamations. 

"Add  to  these  the  important  lessons  of  our  national  history 
from  1861  to  1865.  With  such  information  before  you,  view 
the  intellectual,  moral,  and  patriotic  characteristics  of  the 
man.  Would  that  he  could  have  been  spared  to  guide  the  prog- 
ress of  the  Nation  through  the  remaining  portion  of  his  second 
presidential  term  and  thereafter  throw  the  light  of  his  knowl- 
edge, wisdom,  logic,  loyalty,  and  patriotism  upon  the  readjust- 
ment of  our  national  affairs.  Of  course,  we  can  only  conjecture 
as  to  the  measure  of  the  loss  we  have  sustained  by  his  prema- 
ture death  and  the  benefits  we  would  have  gained  through  the 
continuance  of  his  service  to  the  country  in  subsequent  years. 
Nevertheless  in  his  life,  service,  and  death  we  can  study  the 
welfare  and  history  of  our  beloved  country  to  which  and  for 
which  he  gave  his  best  efforts  and  his  life.  I  therefore  congratu- 
late the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  under  whose  auspices  we 
meet  to-night,  upon  the  splendid  service  they  are  rendering  to  the 
country  in  perpetuating  a  vivid  memory  of  the  illustrious  Lin- 
coln, who,  to  my  mind,  was  the  world's  greatest  commoner. 

"  The  history  of  the  American  Republic  should  be  studied  and 
taught  in  such  a  manner  as  to  awaken  admiration  and  enthu- 
siasm, inspire  even  the  children  with  a  devotion  to  their  country, 
thus  realizing  that  the  voice  of  their  country  for  peace  and  lib- 
erty is  recognized  around  the  world. 

SILENT  FORCES. 

"  These  silent  forces  of  liberty  have  awakened  the  dead  and 
restored  humanity  to  its  rightful  heritage  in  the  domain  of 
thought  and  freedom.  Confronted  by  the  leadership  of  that 
dauntless  Prince  of  Orange,  even  Spain  could  not  subdue  the 
Netherlands.  Before  the  third  estate  in  France,  the  church, 
nobility,  and  the  monarchy  all  went  down ;  so  in  England  the 
clergy,  the  nobles,  the  lords,  and  the  kings  all  yielded  to  the 
rising  power  of  the  Klnglish  commons.  They  dedicated  American 
soil  as  the  '  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave '  and 
transformed  the  old  imperialism  of  the  Nile,  Euphrates,  and 
Tiber  into  the  individualism  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

"  They  have  led  the  race  from  the  conflicts  of  arms  to  the 
great  conquest  of  peace ;  from  a  cruel  Nero  to  an  Abraham  Lin- 
coln ;  from  Louis  XIV  of  France  to  the  peerless  Gladstone,  whose 
silver  voice  rang  throughout  the  world  in  behalf  of  human 
rights  and  justice  for  the  Emerald  Isle ;  from  the  thralldom  of 
ignorance  to  the  unlimited  empire  of  free  thought  where  the 
mind  may  soar  like  an  eagle  to  the  loftiest  summits;  from  the 
crowns  and  palace  of  the  Caesars  to  the  crowns  of  freedom  and 
the  palace  of  God. 

LINCOLN    AND    THE    FLAG. 

"  Lincoln  loved  the  flag  with  all  the  devotion  of  his  soul, 
and  we  hail  it  as  our  symbol  of  liberty,  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 
This  banner  of  ours  was  born  amidst  the  clouds  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  christened  by  the  blood  of  American  patriots. 
It  has  been  borne  in  triumph  through  foreign  and  domestic 
strife,  and  it  waves  to-day  in  response  to  man's  God-given 
rights  to  intellectual,  civil,  and  religious  liberty.  Let  the 
homes,  the  schools,  and  the  press  of  the  country  teach  patriot- 
ism and  loyalty  to  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  and  the  flag. 
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until  the  youth  of  the  land  are  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
high  privileges  and  sacred  duties  of  American  citizenship. 

"  In  the  hearts  of  Americans  our  flag  should  lead  all  the  rest. 
A  moment's  reflection  upon  the  constellation  of  national  en- 
signs will  flood  the  mind  with  wonderful  suggestiveness.  One 
reminds  us  of  the  suffering  of  Siberian  exiles  under  the  rule 
of  absolute  monarchy.  Another  recalls  the  reign  of  terror  as 
the  period  of  a  nation's  transition  from  monarchy  to  repre- 
sentative government.  Another  suggests  the  cruelties  of  the 
inquisition  and  the  reign  of  a  bloody  Weyler  in  Cuba.  An- 
other points  to  the  checkered  history  of  a  long  line  of  kings 
and  queens  who  sought  the  enslavement  of  the  American  col- 
onists. But  our  flag  represents  the  highest  realization  of  the 
hopes  of  the  race  for  intellectual,  civil,  and  religious  liberty. 

"  Our  flag  was  dedicated  to  the  cause  of  freedom  by  the 
American  Revolution.  The  loyal  citizenship  of  the  country  has 
always  borne  it  in  triumph  against  foreign  and  domestic  foes, 
and  to-day  sustain  it  in  its  proud  position  among  the  nations 
of  the  world.  Through  the  years  1861  to  1865,  of  its  greatest 
peril,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  "  boys  in  blue "  preserved  it, 
carried  it  to  victory,  and  waved  it  in  triumph  over  a  reunited 
country. 

"  We  frequently  build  monuments  to  commemorate  great 
events  and  also  the  lives  of  great  men.  There  stands  the  Wash- 
ington Monument,  reminding  us  of  the  revolutionary  history  of 
our  country.  It  speaks  the  fame  and  influence  not  only  of 
George  Washington  but  also  of  the  men  and  women  who  stood 
behind  him  and  advanced  him  to  his  surpassing  fame  and 
glory.  Here  in  our  National  Capital  we  can  see  monuments 
on  every  hand.  Our  streets  and  parks  are  made  historic  by 
their  presence.  Millions  of  dollars  have  been  expended  in 
their  construction. 

"  The  skill  of  artists  Ims  been  employed,  but  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  the  boys  in  blue  built  for  themselves  by  their  own  deeds  a 
monument  in  the  history  of  our  country  and  the  history  of  the 
world  that  is  imperishable.  It  will  live  as  long  as  human  memo- 
ries retain  the  picture  of  the  American  Repub.ic,  redeemed,  re- 
united, and  freed  from  the  last  stain  of  human  slavery.  That 
great  military  contest  of  the  sixties  was  the  focal  point  to  which 
the  forces  of  preceding  years  concentrated  and  from  which  the 
influences  of  subsequent  years  have  radiated  throughout  the 
world.  Think  of  our  country  again  as  it  was  in  the  sixties  and 
then  think- of  it  as  it  is  now.  If  Lincoln  and  the  boys  in  blue 
had  failed,  what  would  have  been  the  result  in  the  recent  World 
War?  Monarchy  in  all  probability  would  have  been  triumphant 
again,  but  with  America  savtd  by  Lincoln  and  the  boys  in 
blue  100,000.000  of  people  with  almost  countless  billions  of 
wealth  stood  behind  our  Army  and  Navy  in  the  recent  World 
War  and  enabled  our  brave  boys  to  carry  our  flag  of  liberty  to 
victory  on  European  soil.  Thus  the  monument  erected  by 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  the  boys  in  blue  to  themselves  in  the 
history  of  the  world  shines  on  and  on  with  increasing  luster  and 
glory  with  the  passing  years." 
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